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Kr. John Davis 
20 2aat 10 3t., 

New York, N.Y, 10005 

Dear i-tr. Davis, 

i\a.y has told me ol' your interest inJ^ohn i-icr'erren, Oordon Novel and Dill Sartor. 
She also told me that your present deadline is “arch. I have records on all these men, 
you are welcome to all, hut I t’nink I ought tell you of my earlier interest in these 
men and ny conclusions. It also occurs to me that some of my sources in *^nphis may 
be able to help you. 

411 three are at best undependable. I did some of my own checking and I have 
a clear enough recollection of the i’sl's. I'm pretty sure the FDl included the New 
Orleans angle and more on the Libertos of the wholesale place v.itli .ihc|li i-ici’erren 
dealt. I am not now clear, however, of what duplicate copies I mdde for subject 
filing. I've suggested the iiny that she make an estimate of the amount of copying 
tliat would be required to copy all the t^ew Orleans file that would include Novel's 
contacts with the PHI beginning with when it first got wind of what Oarrison was 
up to because of your general interest in tliat. There is a considerable aiaount on 
"'ovel, who stayed in contact with the PDl aftei- they fcit they had to cut him off 
as a potential informer. 

iic^^rren's story just didn't stack. I don't recall the details but I was 
interested in him because 1 recalled the earlier racial violence in his area. 

* 

Sartor was at best in bad shape and undependable . I i:iterviewed his widow also. 

In New York, where she then lived and worked. Periiaps uiider her maiden name. In any 
event, iuuy can copy all of it. I don t recall whether 1 have a tape. I think I 
bought a new ^ny when I got to New York and that it was defective. I do have some 
correspondnece and maybe some of his stuff. I tiink she tried without success to get 
the rest from his mother. They had split before he died. 

■‘•‘ovel's unsupported word is entirely worthless. He and Garrison had had their 
outs when I first met '^arrison. However, I never heard hiii suggest tliat he believed 
tiiere was any gangland involvement and I'm pretty sure 1 heard him say the opposite. 

I have no recollection of the Hamm telecasts about ‘*ovel aiad this from i^ayette but 
if Che FDI got the transcripts of filed any reports tliey should be in the main file. 

If 1 had a day more to libe for every theory '^arrison Advanced my life would 
be lengthened materially. 

I'm pretty sure I Imve liiany Jt]ovel clippings separate from the earlier general 
file of Garrison clippings. I think the New Orleans PDI included at least many of them 
in what it sent Hw.. J-f" so, this would maice easier copying, 

as of the time in question Jay Fred Friedman v/as a young and very good criminal 
lai^yer in ‘‘ernphis. He was both helpful and kind to me. I've heard he has since switched 
to civil pfactiss. Of the people I met in ^'^mphis I tliink he probably knows more of 
gangland than any others. 

The state assistant a.G. had been making threats against me for some time. Once 
he blew liis stack at me in the presence of Bud Fensteivfald , outside the federal bldg, 
ye s^d, "You're the one I want to get." Shouted, really. So, I asked Fred to Represent 
me, he staged oui* meijting liico the best of '^ollyc/ood, so the State people would see it, 
and never heard another tlireat. He and his beautiful wife. Theji they took me to their 

for a fine pheasiuit dinner. I like him, niiturally, and if he knows any tiling and 
has no conflict I tliink he might talic to you if you wtint to check any of the gangster 
reports out. 

On the paptirs, I found Hayne Chastain tuid ICay Pittman Black well informed. I 
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don't know if both papers still eicist or if iCay is still the;-e, Vfayne got fired over 
his association with ne v/hen ho had almost completed law school. He v;orks with a legal 
aid group. Bud's firm just won a precedent case for him In^c^cuit court in Uashington 
so they'd liave his current address. He soured on ue after ^ wiped out liis dear belief 
in a sausage and eggs man. -^-^'d v/ritten much about tliis and I think was working on 
a book. I liked liin much, tried to save hiu froa wiiat made no sense to me much as he 
loved it ^^£:jn.ally sent liia, as soon as I got it, the v;hole stoi’y, v/ith identifica- 
tion of the ^student h(i was writing about and building a case around. Because 1 liiced 
him I'm sorry about his reaction. 

iCa;/" was ones of tlie reporters not a racist and she was the butt of some evil 
comment by the police. She vjas able and well-i:if omed. I have a vague recollection that 
utay not be accurate, thiit tilings were not all that good betvjeen her and her husband 
so, if she is still around, she loay not still be known as Black. 

I'd completed pretty much of a new book on the iving assassiiuition during my 
i''01a case which is still not completely settled aitliough filed in iy7‘i fivtien I started 
getting FBI records. I've kept them, too, as I got then, but I also made duplicate 
copies for a sub ject/wri ting file. It will be easy for ‘Mixy to check tliat separate 
file cabinet. You are welcome to anytliing about these people in it. I' a still like 
CO be able to return to tliat book , but I ciin' t afford an <imy to do what is now be;toiid 
my physical Cajaibilities . I have another separ^e file of before I started getting 
the FBI's records and she is welcome to copy a;iy thing in it for you. I was Hay's 
investigator until lie lost before the Supreme Bourt. But there will not be any con- 
flict for me in that infoiaiation. 

Of the people who worked for Oarrison then, in uy opinion £fOuis -^von is the best 
informed, lie was then a police sergeant assigned to Bin as liis chief investigator. He 
was also going to college for his degree in criminalistics. ^ got is and as of ny 
last knowledge was a lieutenant. I like J-iouis much but liave no way of knowing whether 
he'd tallc to you. Of the lawyers, closest to “arrison was atuirew \j/rbo" ^ciambra. Of 
the lawyers it is probable that Jin klcock and Gliarlie Ward may be the most jaundiced, 
o-lcock and til Oser became judges. One who was disillusioned and left earlier was 
named B^crxes. I don't have a clear enough recollection of t^e other investigators, all 
of vfhou 'Were regular police, to knov/ whether they could help you on the report attributed 
to ttovel, Lynn Loisel was one of tv/o dei^ectiVtis who drove Oaridson. For tlie moment I 
can't recall the naiaii of the other. Homeber f;.i±ly close, Bteve Bordelon, phon. 

Steve did most of thtc driving and he ixay liave lieard more of Jim's comments and 
opinions. 

I've just checked iund Sartor is in my dead files ini the basement. If you T.;;mt 
to try to contact his former wife we can give you the address I Iiad and her employer 
then. She also may liave been a journalist and then doing p.r \/ork. 

If you v;ant a more explicit opinion, let mo know. 



Sincerely , 




did Vfeisborg 




